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Volume 35, Number 10 April 2010 

April Meeting: Making a Community Impact - 
CPA's as NPO Advisors 
 

Speaker: Beth Tanner, CFO, Houston Food Bank 
About the Houston Food Bank 
The Houston Food Bank is the largest source of free and low-cost food 
for hungry people in 18 southeast Texas counties.  A network of more 
than 400 charities, feeding a total of 137,000 people each week, receives more than 46 million pounds of 
food and prepared meals annually.  Fresh produce, meat and nonperishables are distributed from 
Herzstein Center, a 73,000 square-foot warehouse, and hot meals are prepared and distributed from 
Keegan Center, a 15,000 square-foot industrial kitchen. Additional community services range from 

nutrition education to assistance with 
food stamp applications and hands-
on job training.  Red Barrels offer a 
convenient way for grocery shoppers 
to donate nonperishables for their 
neighbors in need.  The Houston 
Food Bank, founded in 1982, is a 
certified member of Feeding America, 
the nation’s food bank network.  The 
organization plans to grow to an 
annual distribution of 120 million 
pounds of food by 2018. 

www.houstonfoodbank.org 

 
To help support the 
Houston Food 
Bank, please bring a 
non-perishable 
product to our 
monthly meeting.   
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Date: April 22, 2010 
Time:  5:30pm Registration 

6:00pm Dinner  
7:00pm Speaker  

Location:  Sheraton Brookhollow 
3000 N. Loop West 
Houston, TX 77092 
(713) 688-0100 

CPE Credit: 1 hour 
Sponsor 
Number: 

000052   

Level: Basic, no prerequisites required 
Price: $30 for members and standing reservations,  

$35 for non-members,  
$40 for reservations made after due date 
(walk-ins), and  
$20 for students 

Reservation 
Deadline:  

April 16, 2010, 5:00pm 

Reservations:  awscpa-mtg@earthlink.net or 
www.awscpa.org/Houston (credit cards 
accepted) 

Your reservation will be confirmed via return e-mail. If you 
make a reservation and do not attend, you must pay anyway. 
We pay for all meals reserved regardless of whether they are 
used.  
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President’s Letter  
 
It is April already. I don’t know about you guys, 
but my professional life is a bit busy right now 
performing year end audits and reviews. What 
about you? Are you surrounded by work?   
 
In spite of the extra work, last week Wendy Lewis 

and I were able to meet with Dr. Mohan Kuruvilla, the Dean of Houston 
Baptist University’s College of Business and Accounting. We discussed 
how our Affiliate can be more involved with the  HBU Accounting 
Society. After our program on mentoring at last year’s charter renewal, I 
have wanted to see us become more involved with the students who are 
preparing to enter the accounting field. My desire is to see them grow professionally and to learn 
from our collective experience. If only I knew then what I know now. . .    
 
On April 23rd I will be attending a luncheon 
that the University is having with the HBU 
Accounting Society. I will go as an observer to 
try and meet some of the students. I would 
encourage anyone who wants to participate to 
plan to be there as well. The program will be presented by the alumni students and will discuss 
lessons they have learned since leaving the University. Then in October our affiliate will have our 
monthly meeting in conjunction with the accounting students to allow us the opportunity to connect. 
I am looking for people who would like to help make this endeavor successful. We will also be 

meeting Dr. Sorenson at University of 
Houston to discuss similar 
opportunities. 

 
Although our fiscal year at AWSCPA is coming to a close, we are not by any means winding down. 
We still have some exciting events coming up in the next few months. First, we have our May Mini 
seminar next month. Then we have our Charter Renewal in June when we will host the National 
Board. As you have undoubtedly heard us announce, the theme is High Tea in Texas. We have a 
committee already hard at work putting together all of the details. Then the following Saturday, the 
National Board will meet with our affiliate to discuss the inner workings of AWSCPA at the affiliate 
level and at the national level. It will be a unique opportunity to find out more about our 
Organization. We have lots of opportunity for YOU to be involved. I hope to see you soon!! 

    

Cynthia CoxCynthia CoxCynthia CoxCynthia Cox    
2009 - 2010 President 
AWSCPA Houston Affiliate  
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Member News 

 
Last Month’s Meeting 
 
We had another great turnout at our March 
meeting. We were proud to host the following 
guests: 

- Colene Blankinship  
- Anna Marie LaPorte  
- Angela Randolph  
- Melanie Norton  
- Diana Rice  
- Elizabeth Soto, CFP 

Ward Pennebaker 
of Pennebaker 
FifthRing gave us 
great information 
about what to do 
during down turns 
as market needs are 
more exposed:  

- More than 
ever, listen to 
your 
customer,  

- Don’t 
disappear 
from the radar screen, and  

- Don’t diminish your brand.  
 

The five steps to a strong marketing 
foundation are:  

- Ask the marketplace what it values 
- Define who you want to be 
- Define the profile of your ideal client 
- Craft your message and brand 
- Develop the right tools  

 

The AWSCA & ASWA Joint National 
Conference dates and location has been 
released.  
 

  
See more details as they become available at 
http://awscpa.org/2010conference/index.php 
 

 
 

All members of AWSCPA, Houston Affiliate 
are automatically members of FHPW. 

 
Their next quarterly meeting is: 

April 26, 2010 
“Strengthen Our Connection” 

Sandra Levetin 
"8 MUST Habits of Big Girl Panty Players" 

 H.E.S.S. Building, 5430 Westheimer 
Early reservation deadline is  

Monday, April 19th, 2010. 
www.fhpw.org/events.html 

 
  

Women of Excellence Awards Gala 
 

Celebrating Strong Women in Action 
Saturday, September 11th, 2010 

Hilton Post Oak, 2001 Post Oak Blvd 
AWSCPA Honoree: Cynthia Cox 

Reservation Deadline:  
August 31, 2010   

www.fhpw.org/women_of_excellence.html 
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Their next monthly meeting is: 

 
April 27, 2010   

The Briar Club at 2603 Timmons Lane     
 

Register at   
meetings@aswahouston.org 

or 
www.aswahouston.org 

 

Member Spotlight: Susan Taylor 
 

Susan Taylor has 
worked for the City of 
Houston for almost 33 
years.  She is considered 
the “go to” person at 
the City when it comes 
to Governmental 
accounting issues. 
Within those 33 years, 
she has worked for the 
Controller’s Office, the 
Housing Department, 
and the Airport System.  
It is no wonder Susan is 

so respected at the City. She is a Rice graduate 
and the daughter of a medical doctor and a 
nurse.  She grew up in Florida.   
 
I recently discovered that Susan and her 
husband are taking ballroom dance lessons. 
She was recently selected and performed at a 
taped recital at the dance studio she takes 
lessons from. In fact, she is trained in ballet too. 
Doesn’t that sound like fun? 
  
Susan has no small lists of accomplishments 
with AWSCPA. She has been a member since 
1991. Several of our members have said she has 
done all the jobs in our affiliate at one time or 
another. I do not know that for a fact, but her 

jobs have included President, Vice President, 
Treasurer, Annual Conference Chair and other 
critical roles such as registration for the annual 
seminar. Susan has a reputation for knowing 
how to organize the annual seminar. She even 
had an article on organizing a conference that 
was published by National.  
 

 
2008 Annual Seminar Committee  

 
Last year Susan was awarded the Member of 
the Year award for our affiliate.  It was well 
deserved. 
 

 
Susan receiving award for Member of the Year from 

then President, Mary Ross (2009) 

 
For me, Susan is one of the first faces that I saw 
at AWSCPA. The first meeting that I attended 
was a planning meeting at her house.  I have 
always respected Susan. She is responsible, 
conscientious, and hard working. Much like 
Patty and Annette, when she takes on a task, 
you know that it will be done well. Thank you, 
Susan, for your years of dedication. You are a 
role model to us! 
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New Member Spotlight: 
Barbara Ashorn 

 
This month I want 
to introduce you to 
one of our newer 
members, Barbara 
Ashorn. Barbara 
joined AWSCPA in 
2008. Barbara is a 
tax manager with 
MFR, PC. She did 
not always aspire to 
be a CPA; in fact, 
she got her degree in elementary education.  
When she graduated from college, she worked 
at Fox Sports. After 7 years, the company 
moved to Los Angeles, but she wanted to stay 
in Houston near her family. Barbara then 
began her accounting career at Leon, Kaminski 
& Kariel, PLLC where she started as a tax 
administrator.  One of the partners recognized 
her potential and got her start preparing tax 
returns. What a stroke of genius on his part. 
Barbara was hooked and decided to go back 
for her accounting degree at the University of 
St. Thomas.  She worked full time in tax, went 
to School at night, and found out she was 
pregnant with her first child. I would say that 
took dedication; the kind of dedication that I 
have come to expect from our members. When 
Barbara graduated, she received a Masters of 
Science in Accounting and a son named 
Michael. Then in August 2006 she went on to 
pass her CPA exam on the first try.  
 
Currently, Barbara serves as the secretary of 
our affiliate. She is still very busy raising her 
now 5 year old son, working full time plus at 
MFR as tax manager, and spending time with 
her wonderful husband and her extended 
family. In her spare time (if there is any) she 
enjoys cross stitching and scrapbooking.   
 

 
Barbara enjoying her meal at the January 2010 Annual 

Tax Update Meeting. 
 
To me, Barbara is someone who does not shy 
away from challenges. Her schedule is more 
than full, but she is willing to help out 
however she can. Like many of our other 
members, she is dedicated, responsible, and 
creative. I am very glad that you have joined 
our ranks, Barbara. You have been a great 
addition to our group!! Take some time to get 
to know Barbara at our upcoming events.  You 
will be glad you did. 
 

Classifieds  
 
Tangie Cooper is available for contract work 
such as taxes, reconciliations, audit prep and 
substitute while employee is on maternity 
leave. Contact Tangie at 713-724-4069 or 
coop0830@comcast.net.  
 

Has your contact information changed?  
 
Please submit all corrections to Patty Hunt at 
pahunt@earthlink.net 
and AWSCPA at 
www.awscpa.org 
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Upcoming Events Calendar 

 
 

Date Event Hrs of CPE 
April 22, 2010 Making a Community Impact - CPA's as NPO Advisors  

Speaker: Beth Tanner, Houston Food Bank 
1 

May 2010 Tentative: additional breakfast or lunch CPE meeting sponsored 
by Robert Half Management Resources  

1 

May 20, 2010 Spring Mini Seminar: Productivity using Mobil Digital Devices 
Location: TBD 

2 

June 17, 2010 Charter Renewal- “High Tea in Texas” Lessons in Leadership 1 

June 19, 2010 Come As You Are with National AWSCPA Leadership  
Location: 1330 Post Oak Blvd 
Time: 9am – Noon  

3 

July 2010 Tentative: additional breakfast or lunch CPE meeting sponsored 
by Robert Half Management Resources 

1 

July 15, 2010 Planning Retreat n/a 
August 19, 2010 Women Succeeding as CPAs 

Speaker: Kathy Ploch, Immediate Past President, Houston CPA 
Society  

1 

September 11, 2010  Woman of Excellence Gala  
AWSCPA Honoree: Cynthia Cox 
Details at http://www.fhpw.org/women_of_excellence.html  

n/a 

September 16, 2010 Taxes on Overseas Income 
Speaker: Nina Patel, KPMG 

1 

September 27 – 29, 
2010 

AWSCA & ASWA Joint National Conference  
Nashville, Tennessee  
Details at http://awscpa.org/2010conference/index.php   

TBD 

October 2010 Mini Seminar 4 
November 18, 2010 TBD 1 

 
Please email the Arrangements Chairs at awscpa-mtg@earthlink.net to make your reservations or 
register online by credit card payment at www.awscpa.org/houston.  
 

 
Do you like this ruler?  These rulers may be 
purchased when you check in for the meeting.  
The cost for these rulers is $35 each.  The 
rulers are crystal and are etched with 5 of our 
logos.  Checks or cash only, please. 
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Officers and Committee Chairs 
Houston Affiliate Fiscal Year 2009 (July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010)  

(updated 3/11/10) 

 
Affiliate Officers 

Position Name E-Mail Work or Cell Home 
President Cynthia Cox* ccox@cynthiacoxcpa.com (281) 399-8153 (281) 827-3328 

Vice-President open    

Secretary Barbara Ashorn* bashorncpa@earthlink.net  (832) 443-2049 (832) 443-2049 

Treasurer Ellen McMurrey* emcmurrey@sbcglobal.net (281) 489-1822 (281) 489-1822 

     

Committees and Other Positions 
Position Name E-Mail Work or Cell Home 

Mary Ross* maross1977@aol.com (409) 789-9160 (409) 741-0593 Annual Seminar 

Wendy Lewis** wendy@jrsmithco.com (713) 417-4117 (281) 558-8782 

Mary McDonald mm99mm@earthlink.net (713) 243-6752 (713) 461-4450 

Darlene M. Ayoub* d.ayoub@comcast.net (281) 793-8071 (281) 395-5950 

Arrangements 

Meeting Registration awscpa-mtg@earthlink.net    

Wendy Lewis** wendy@jrsmithco.com (713) 417-4117 (281) 558-8782 Charter Renewal 

Darlene M. Ayoub* d.ayoub@comcast.net (281) 793-8071 (281) 395-5950 

Database & E-Mails Patty Hunt pahunt@earthlink.net (713) 447-1115 (713) 524-2428 

Ex-Officio Mary Ross* maross1977@aol.com (409) 789-9160 (409) 741-0593 

Fall Leadership Seminar Wendy Lewis** wendy@jrsmithco.com (713) 417-4117 (281) 558-8782 

Frances Weatherly* fweatherly@gmail.com (832) 387-8309 (713) 777-7358 Federation Delegate 

Rhonda Ryan  rhonda@rhondaryan.com (713) 392-0295 (713) 686-2697 

Historian open    

Dianne Metcalf dmetcalf@metcalfresources.com (713) 963-4680  Job Bank 

Rhonda Ryan rhonda@rhondaryan.com (713) 392-0295 (713) 686-2697 

Membership Annette Williamson netwilliamson@sbcglobal.net (713) 501-0039 (713) 862-8988 

National President Elect Wendy Lewis** wendy@jrsmithco.com (713) 417-4117 (281) 558-8782 

Danielle Supkis* dsupkis@gmail.com (713) 628-7552 (713) 628-7552 Newsletter &  
Publications 

Kathryn Harriss kharriss2@yahoo.com (713) 320-8388 (713) 681-2669 

Programs/Speakers Janet Scudder* jscudcpa@hal-pc.org (713) 599-1777 (281) 343-9335 

Publicity Janet Scudder* jscudcpa@hal-pc.org (713) 599-1777 (281) 343-9335 

Scholarship & 
Education Outreach Sue Bailey  Suebailey_nl@yahoo.com (713) 247-2466 (713) 520-1903 

 
*Board Member names in bold; ** indicates temporary board member  
 
 
Note: A Complete Member Directory can be searched or downloaded from the Member’s Section of the national website, 
www.awscpa.org.  If you have any questions regarding your National membership, Fred Young is in charge of our account and can 
be contacted at fyoung@advmgtconcepts.com or 800-AWSCPA1 (297-2721). 
 


