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President’s Letter  
 
 
This past Saturday the Houston Affiliate of AWSCPA hosted its annual seminar.  It was the 24th 
annual seminar and another successful one for our organization.  The success of these annual 
seminars doesn’t just happen.  It occurs through the collective efforts of our members.  A big thank 
you goes out to the following ladies:  Brenda Banks, Barbara Courtright, Kathryn Harris, Patty Hunt, 
Joan Khosla, Phyllis Martin, Jane Tillinghast, and Annette Williamson for assisting with sponsorship, 
obtaining speakers, brochure design, registration, and membership.  Also thank you to Uzma 
Chowdhury, Lucille Gedies, Eve Lawrence, Wendy Lewis, Ellen McMurrey, Jackie Pierson, Stephanie 
Sawyer, Pam Schertz, and Francis Weatherly for being monitors.  And last but not least, to Sarabeth 
Boothe for assistance with obtaining vendors.   Every one of these ladies performed their assigned 
tasks with the utmost competence and in so doing allowed our affiliate to exemplify a well-run 
organization and event.  The success shows by the comments we receive on the evaluation sheets 
from the seminar.  Our participants truly appreciate the effort we put forth in organizing this event 
and also realize that this is all done voluntarily - which makes it even more exemplary. 
 
Gilda Mendoza 
2006-2007 President AWSCPA Houston Affiliate 
  

 
 

Board Meeting and Annual Seminar Recap 
 
Please join us Thursday evening, February 15th at Gilda’s offices at the Kanaly Trust Company to 
discuss the annual seminar evaluations, etc.  We will also have a board meeting to discuss the state 
of our finances, the scholarship program, new officers, and programs for the 2007-2008 year.  This 
meeting will start promptly at 5:45 and will finish by 7:45 pm.  Please come with your comments and 
ideas, and also a list of proposed officers for 2007-2008.  We will have boxed sandwich dinners from 
Café Express ($8.00 pp).  To reach the Kanaly Trust Building go east on San Felipe from West Loop 
610. At the first light past the frontage road turn left on Post Oak Park (opposite of the entrance to 
Target). Turn right at the second stop sign.  This street is Post Oak Place Drive. The Kanaly Trust 
Building is a block down at the corner of Post Oak Place Drive and Briar Hollow Lane.  Call Gilda if 
you need assistance 713.582.0586 (cell) or   713.561.9338 (office).  Please RSVP so that she can 
plan on the number of boxed meals to have. 
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Member News and Announcements 
 
 
Welcome – to our January guests, Linda 

Smith, Beverly Whittey, Linda King and Martha 
Polise.   

Welcome – to our new members Gail Prather, 
Kathleen Gibson, Irene Ritchie, and Darlene 
Ayoub. 

 

January Meeting – As usual, Deloitte Tax 
sent us a great set of speakers for our annual tax 
update.  Thank you, Marilyn Falkenhagen, Kim 
Feimster, Melinda Grady, and Laura Holmes, we 
learned a lot! 

 

Member News – We give Mary Ross our 
condolences on the death of her father. 

Job Opportunities – A downton energy firm is 
searching for an Assistant Controller with Sarbanes-
Oxley experience.  Duties include accounting and SEC 
reporting for corporate and holding company entities 
and working with outside auditors, also supervision of  
accounts payable and general ledger accountants, debt 
compliance, management reports, earnings reports, 
procedures, and a feasibility study for a new accounting 
system.  Approx $120K.  Contact Valerie Service, Select 
Search Consultants, LP, 713-715-5858, 
vservice@ssclp.com   

 

 
Has your contact information changed?  Please submit all corrections to pahunt@earthlink.net 
and AWSCA at www.awscpa.org. 

 
 

 

THE CALL COMMITTEE 

• Sarabeth Boothe – (713) 356-6828 slboothe@sbcglobal.net Anderson through Chowdhury  
• Susan Sexton – susan2890@sbcglobal.net Courtright through Hsieh  
• Stephanie Tate – (972) 207-8071 southgurl@yahoo.com Hunt through McMurrey  
• Ivana Shumberg – (713) 623-8911 ivana@ws-cpa.com Mendoza through Pozzi  
• Audrey Orda – (832) 640-9020 orda@stthom.edu Raines through Shumberg  
• Jolly Mathew – (713) 660-7862 kallour@aol.com Staples through Yoesting 

If you do not wish to be reminded of a meeting by the call committee, contact the member in your range.  Otherwise 
enjoy the luxury of momentarily having a personal assistant remind you to make a reservation for a dinner meeting.  If 
you are on the standing list, use this as a reminder to come to the meeting or to cancel so that you will not have to pay 
for an unattended meeting.   
   
 

 
Phyllis Martin, CPA*       AWSCPA Houston Affiliate Title Sponsor 
Financial Services 
 
3 Greenway Plaza, Suite 1700 
Houston, TX 77046 
Phone 713-402-3850 
Cell 713-205-6481 
Fax 713-961-0153 
pmartin@finsvcs.com         * This firm is not a CPA firm. 
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                     Brenda Banks at the Merrill Lynch sponsor table. 
                     Thank you, Merrill Lynch! 
 

 
Gilda Mendoza, Houston Affiliate President, and Mary Cheaney, National AWSCPA VP Member Services, 
the closing annual seminar speaker. 

 
 

 
 

The Annual Seminar Committee 2007 
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Houston Affiliate 
Fiscal Year 2006 to 2007 

Officers and Committee Chairs 
 

AFFILIATE 
OFFICERS 

    

Position Name E-Mail Work or Cell Home 

President Gilda Mendoza* gmendoza@kanaly.com (713) 582-0561 (713) 926-3389 

Vice-President Mary Ross* Maross1977@aol.com (409) 789-9160  

Secretary Uzma Chowdhury* 
anmeer@yahoo.com 
uchowdhury@hanover-co.com (281) 798-8634 (281) 550-9171 

Treasurer Ellen McMurrey emcmurrey@sbcglobal.net  (281) 489-1822 
     
Committees and 
Other Positions 

    

Position Name E-Mail Work or Cell Home 

Annual Seminar Team Gilda Mendoza* gmendoza@kanaly.com (713) 582-0561 (713) 926-3389 

 Barbara Courtright barbcourtright@houston.rr.com  (713) 991-2355 

 Kathryn Harriss Kharriss2@yahoo.com (713) 320-8388 (713) 681-2669 

                        Phyllis Martin* pmartin@finsvcs.com (713) 402-3850 (713) 780-9006 

 Jane Tillinghast jtillinghastcpa@aol.com (713) 681-7558 (713) 688-3531 

Arrangements Stephanie Sawyer* ssawyer@sbcglobal.net (832) 338-0311 (281) 367-8434 

Charter Renewal Phyllis Martin* pmartin@finsvcs.com (713) 402-3850 (713) 780-9006 

Database & Labels Patty Hunt* pahunt@earthlink.net (713) 447-1115 (713) 524-2428 
Ex-Officio/ 
Call Committee Jane Tillinghast jtillinghastcpa@aol.com (713) 681-7558 (713) 688-3531 

Fall Mini-Seminar Anna Marie LaPorte jalprt@sbcglobal.net (281) 433-3618 (713) 694-8042 

Federation Delegate Rhonda Ryan rhonda@rhondaryan.com (713) 686-2697 (713) 686-2697 

Federation Delegate  Brenda Banks brenda_banks@ml.com (281) 374-5328 (281) 812-2413 

Historian Sue Bailey suebailey_nl@yahoo.com (713) 247-2466 (713) 520-1903 

Job Bank Rhonda Ryan rhonda@rhondaryan.com (713) 686-2697 (713) 686-2697 

Membership Annette Williamson* netwilliamson@sbcglobal.net (713) 501-0039 (713) 862-8988 

Nat’l Director-West Wendy Lewis wendyl@wt.net (713) 622-9933 (281)558-8782 

Nat’l VP-Publications Jane Tillinghast jtillinghastcpa@aol.com (713) 681-7558 (713) 688-3531 
New CPA/Member 
Reception & Dinner Frances Weatherly* fweatherly@houston.rr.com (281) 200-9309  

Newsletter Editor Susan Taylor staylora@sbcglobal.net (281) 233-1354 (713) 781-7649 

Programs/Speakers Mary Ross* Maross1977@aol.com (409) 789-9160  

Publicity Wanda Llorens* wellor@earthlink.net (713) 952-5102 (713) 952-5102 
Scholarship & 
Education outreach OPEN OPEN   

Spring Mini Seminar Brenda Banks brenda_banks@ml.com (281) 374-5328 (281) 812-2413 
 
*Board Member names are in boldface. 
A Complete Member Directory can be searched or downloaded from the Member’s Section of the national website, 
www.awscpa.org.  Our affiliate website, www.awscpa.org/houston, has a schedule of upcoming events. 
 

Has your contact information changed?  Please submit all corrections to pahunt@earthlink.net 
and AWSCPA at www.awscpa.org. 
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AMERICAN WOMAN’S SOCIETY OF 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
c/o Patricia A. Hunt 
1415 Hyde Park Blvd. #B 
Houston, TX  77006-2503 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
 
Board Meeting Date:  Thursday, February 15, 2007 
Location:  The Kanaly Trust Building, 4550 Post Oak Place at Briar Hollow Lane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING MEETING CALENDAR 
 

Date Speaker – Topic 

February 15, 2007 Board Meeting and Seminar Recap  

March 15, 2007 Technology Update, Speaker: Sheryl Greiner 

April 19, 2007 Data Management, Speaker: Cheryl Watrobka  

 
 

The Kanaly Trust Building 
4550 Post Oak Place Drive 

Houston, TX  
(February meeting only) 

 
 

Dinner and Program: 5:45 pm 
Cost: $8:00 

 
 
 
 
 RSVP to Gilda Mendoza, (713) 582-0586


